
Motion  

To be moved at Leighton-Linslade Town Council meeting 30 September 2019 

That this Council resolves to set up a Health Services Sub-Committee, or Task and 

Finish Group, reporting to Policy & Finance Committee, with the following Terms of 

Reference: 

AIMS 

1. To press Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (“BCCG”) and Central 

Bedfordshire Council’s (“CBC”) Health and Well-Being Board (“HWB”) to bring 

forward proposals urgently for a Leighton Buzzard Hub as part of a planned 

approach to improved localisation of hospital services for local residents and to 

secure the town’s fair share of Government investment in the localisation agenda. 

2. To press for the development of that Plan to include local GPs and professions 

ancillary, patient groups and this Town Council, to promote, encourage and support 

early and regular consultation with residents of Leighton Buzzard and Linslade in 

terms of the services to be provided and the location of the Hub 

3. To pursue, in consultation with the three groups mentioned above, that this 

comprehensive Plan shall include 

a) a Leighton Buzzard Hub providing a range of services that are currently provided 

either by local hospitals or not at all  

b) the accommodation and investment requirements of existing GP surgeries in the 

town 

c) planned GP surgeries serving the new developments on the eastern side of the 

town, and also Linslade residents, who used to have two Linslade surgeries and 

now have none 

4. To press NHS England for greater transparency on the quality standards for health 

services being delivered locally and to act as a sounding-board for local residents. 

SUGGESTED MEMBERSHIP 

Town Councillors, Leighton Buzzard GP surgery professional representatives (by 

invitation) and Leighton Buzzard patient group representatives (numbers to be 

discussed). 

Moved : Cllr Steve Owen, Seconded Cllr Anne Gray 

[Note: the Mover is content for the Motion to stand referred to the Policy & Finance 

Committee in accordance with Standing Order 10b.] 

 

BACKGROUND 

1. For the past twenty years successive Government Health policy has been to 

secure a move of services, currently delivered in hospitals, to local communities. 

Until 2012 this policy was articulated in terms of Community Hospitals. The Town 

Council did a great deal of work between 2005 and 2010 on a proposed Leighton 

Buzzard Community Hospital, with the input of local GPs and patient groups 

acting in a Town Council Health Services Working Group, including developing a 

blueprint of the health services it would provide. The then-Bedfordshire Health 

CEO promised support to turn that plan into reality but he was promoted onwards 



and the initiative foundered on the withdrawal of promised resources by 

Bedfordshire Health and mixed support for the initiative from the town’s GP 

surgeries who had their own priorities. 

 

2. In 2015 the Government’s Spending Review required local areas to develop a 

Sustainability and Transformation Plan by 2017 that shifted care from hospitals to 

a local community-based delivery. On 30 June 2016 BCCG, the successor to 

Bedfordshire Health, submitted an application to deliver two “Hubs” in Central 

Bedfordshire, then later it proposed Hubs in Ivel Valley (Biggleswade, Sandy and 

Shefford), West Mid Beds (Ampthill and Flitwick), Chiltern Vale (Dunstable and 

Houghton Regis) and Leighton Buzzard. The same CBC report listed 12 

candidate services to be “localised”.  

 

3. The HWB decided on the Dunstable and Biggleswade Hubs as priorities. No 

rationale for this can be found in the HWB minutes. One surmises that a 

Dunstable Hub could be seen as solving the long-standing problem of 

accommodation needs for Dunstable GP surgeries. The HWB minutes suggest 

that CBC sees its role as a passive presence on the HWB, with BCCG taking the 

lead and deciding the priorities. The implementation of the Dunstable Hub is 

proceeding apace. 

 

4. The HWB minutes record almost no discussion of the need for Leighton Buzzard 

to be accorded priority, despite the rapid population growth of the past ten years 

and also accommodation problems with GPs’ surgeries similar to Dunstable’s. A 

Leighton Buzzard Hub gets fleeting mentions in the HWB minutes – a “Scoping 

Paper” was intended to lead to a “Strategic Outline” paper. Both have been 

repeatedly delayed. A BCCG report to the HWB at its 11 July 2018 meeting states 

“Due to changes  in practices and staffing levels recently it has been agreed that 

instead of prioritising and fast-tracking Leighton Buzzard, all clusters will receive 

intensive support from National Association of Primary Care and other 

organisations to suit their needs and develop at pace”. The report does not 

explain what this sentence means nor do the meeting minutes help.  

 

5. BCCG officers have reportedly announced that the Leighton Buzzard “solution” is 

to have a “Virtual Hub” without defining what that is or giving a rationale. The 

HWB is static in planning the development of localised health services in Leighton 

Buzzard as the Government required.  An individual BCCG manager has 

unilaterally announced that there is to be no new GP surgery serving the new 

housing developments on the eastern edge of town, again with no rationale put 

forward and no explicit strategy for developing the existing surgeries to cater for 

the increased demand for services. 

 

6. Neither GPs nor Patient Participation Groups (“PPGs”) at the current Leighton 

Buzzard surgeries have received consultation on the planning of a Leighton 

Buzzard Hub or on the localisation agenda. The Bassett Road surgery GPs and 

PPG have been active in pressing BCCG for local consultation, but to no avail.  

 



7. Leighton Buzzard residents have been kept in the dark by BCCG and CBC over 

the Hub. BCCG’s consutants Arcadis held a restricted access meeting about the 

Hub in the town in January 2018, but there has there been no proper public 

consultation.  

 

8. The Town Council/CBC Partnership Committee has received a series of short 

verbal reports from the link CBC manager over the past two years that add up to 

“no progress to report”. The minutes of the Partnership Committee do not record 

any concerns being  expressed by Town or CBC councillors to CBC or BCCG 

about the neglect of the town’s health services planning. BCCG and CBC’s HWB 

are not being held to account. 

 

9. There is considerable public concern over the inadequate service being provided 

by Leighton Road Surgery, one of the three GP surgeries in the town. The Care 

Quality Commission has issued successive reports in 2019 describing the 

practice as “ Requires Improvement” (early 2019)  and now “Inadequate” (Autumn 

2019), but there is no public accountability involving local patients (a surgery 

Patient Participation Group has not prevented the deterioration in services).  

 

10. The Town Council had a Health Services Working Group between 2004 and 2016 

which served to bring councillors, local residents/patients and GPs into a 

conversation with the aim of securing improved health services in the town. The 

Group became de-energised in  2010 when Bedfordshire Health discarded the 

Community Hospital project and became moribund in its later years. 

 

11. An initiative is therefore needed to  

 Exert pressure on BCCG/CBC HWB to share their plans with local GPs, 

Patient Groups and Leighton Buzzard residents 

 Inject some accountability and urgency into NHS investment plans for 

Leighton Buzzard as the largest centre of population in Central Bedfordshire 

and the second largest town in Bedfordshire. NHS money is currently going 

elsewhere. 

 Create an influential conversation on which services are to be localised and 

their accommodation needs  

 Create a Town Council pressure group with the opportunity for non-councillor 

interests to have a voice. This is particularly important since a successful 

outcome will require common cause between councillors, GPs and local 

residents and so avoid a repeat of the 2012 situation on which the Community 

Hospital foundered.  

 Press for some means whereby any adverse performance of local Health 

services can be scrutinised and held to account on behalf of Leighton Buzzard 

and Linslade residents.  

 

12. This Motion provides for a creation of a Town Council sub-committee, or Task 

and Finish Group, that will serve both to press BCCG and CBC/HWB to act, and 

also provide a means of enabling local discussion on the Town’s input to the 

health localisation Plan. The desired end-objective will be the commencement of 

those locally-delivered services.  


